CHAPTER FOUR

THE FLOWERING OF BELIES LETTRJES:

1800-186J

volume of Emerson's declining
JL years, The Conduct of Life, suggests the
ideal of the Concord men. To them the "Ren-
aissance of New England" meant a vision
of new spiritual life in America. Their pas-
sions for learning, for European thought, for
social experiments centered in the philosoph-
ical and ethical questions which challenged
Emerson, Thoreau, and Margaret Fuller. In
Cambridge and Boston, however, was a dif-
ferent emphasis. Here were wealth, urban
society, and the university. Bancroft and
Ticknor returned from Germany influenced
less by philosophy than by scholarship. Long-
fellow, who visited Irving in Spain, brought
back from this country and from Italy leg-
ends of the romance peoples. Oliver Wendell
Holmes, wit and diner-out, laughed at Cal-
vinism and also at his friend Emerson, whose
Self -inspection sucks its little thumb,
With "Whence am I?" and "Wherefore did I
come?"
Lowell, sensitive to the devastating claims of
science and to every controversy in the re-
public, concerning temperance or the Civil
War, wrote with hard sense of our political
foibles or, in the orthodox tradition of verse,
of Sir Launf al and the loveliness of June in
77